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jJ^-The  expected  Preacher  on  this  Anniversary,  was  the  Rev.  Dr 
Proudfit,  of  Salem  N.  Y.  who  was  prevented  from  perform- 
ing on  this  occasion  by  indisposition.  The  following- discourse 
was  prepared  by  the  Author,  who  was  his  second,  on  very 
short  notice,  and  in  a  very  feeble  itate  of  bodily  health.  With 
these  facts,  he  commits  it  to  the  candor  of  its  readers,  in  hope, 
that  if  it  be  less  worthy  their  perusal,  than  he  could  have 
wished,  it  may  yet  contribute  something  toward  cherishing 
and  extending  the  spirit  of  Missions,  and  thus  promote,  in  a 
humble  degree,  the  honor  of  the  Redeemer,  and  the  good  of 
*nanj{uid. 


A  SERMON,  &c. 


PSALM  II.  8. 


ASK  OF  ME,  AND  I    SHALL  GIVE  THEE  THE    HEATHEN   FOR  THINE   IMHEB. 
ITANCE,    AND    THE   UTTERMOST   PARTS    Wk   THE   EARTH   FOR   THt 
POSSESSION, 

THE  Psalm,  from  which  this  passage  is  selected, 
is  a  Psalm  of  David,  prophetic  in  its  character,  and 
highly  elevated  and  figurative  in  its  style.  It  was 
apparently  composed,  primarily,  as  an  inaugural 
hymn,  to  be  used  on  the  occasion,  when  Jehovah,  after 
giving  him  triumphant  victories  over  his  enemies,  "set 
him  king  on  the  holy  hill  of  Zion." 

But  a  greater  than  David  is  here.  The  Psalm  is 
a  prophesy  concerning  the  Kingdom  of  Christ,  de- 
claring, that  in  defiance  of  all  the  formidable  oppo- 
sition which  should  rise  against  it,  it  shall  be  estab- 
lished and  exalted,  and  its  power  and  influence  ultima- 
tely extended  over  the  whole  world. 

To  the  correctness  of  this  application  of  the  Psalm, 
we  have  the  united  testimony  of  the  Apostles,*  "Who 
by  the  mouth  of  thy  servant  David  hath  said,  (quoting 

*  Acts  iv.  25  to  29 


the  words  of  this  Psalm,)  Why  did  the  heathen  rage 
and  the  people  imagine  vain  things?  The  Kings  of 
the  earth  stood  Uj»,and  the  rule  IS  were  gathered  togeth- 
er against  the  Lord,  and  against  his  Christ."  Again,* 
"  We  declare  unto  you  glad  tidings,  how  that  the 
promise  which  was  made  unto  the  fathers,  God  hath 
fulfill  d  the  same  unto  us  their  children,  in  that  he 
hath  raised  up  Jesus  again  ;  as  it  is  also  written  in 
the  second  Psalm,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  i 
begotten  thee/'  And  again ;t  "  For  unto  which  of  the 
angels  said  !;e  at  any  time.  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day 
have  I  hegotten  thee?  And  again,  I  \ ill  be  to  him  a 
Father,  and  he  shall  be  to  me  a  Son  T9  So  full  and 
explicit  is  the  evidence  in  the  New  Testament,  that 
this  Ps-jlm  is  prophetic;  that  David  was  its  Author; 
that  it  refers  to  Christ,  ane  can  be  applied  to  no  other 
being,  than  to  him  ;  and  that  10  him  the  promise  in 
the  text  must,  in  due  time,  be  fulfilled.  Cold  and  cheer- 
less, indeed,  must  be  the  interpretation  given  to  this 
Psalm,  and  to  others  of  the  like  character,  by  those 
biblical  critics,  who  do  not  find  Christ  in  them  ;  who 
apply  them  exclusively  to  the  personages  who  lived 
at  the  period  when  they  were  written,  and  to  the 
current  events  of  that  period.J 

*  Acts  xiii.  32,  33.  t  Heb.  i.  5. 

|  Some  modern  Commentators  of  celebrity,  each  taking  it  for 
granted  that  there  is  no  reference  to  Christ  in  this  Ps;ilm, 
who  deny  its  prophetic  cha:  acter,  contend,  some  that  David, 
others  that  Solomon,  is  here  celel  rated.  Of  the  latter  opinion 
is  the  learned  and  popular  Rosenmul'ler,  who  considers  that  Na- 
than, and  not  David,  was  the  author  of  this  Psa  m.  thciigl)  the 
contrary  is  expressly  asserted,  and  its  application  lo  Christ  ex- 
plicitly   declared,  by  the  Apostles  in  the  passages  quoted. 
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After  these  general  explanatory  remarks,  I  point 
your  attention  particularly  to  the  text.  The  person 
here  speaking  is  obviously  Jehovah,  God  the  Father. 
He  speaks  to  his  Son,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the 
second  person  in  the  Trinity.  To  him  the  Father 
promises  to  give  "the  heathen  for  his  inheritance,  and 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  possession." 

The  phrases,  "  heathen  for  his  inheritance,  and  ut- 
termost parts  of  the  earth  for  his  possession,"  are  a 
parallelism,  each  having  the  same  meaning,  and  each 
intended  to  embrace  all  mankind.  Every  nation,  peo- 
ple, and  tongue,  not  already  belonging  to  the  kingdom 
of  the  Redeemer,  at  some  future  period,  shall  be 
brought  under  his  dominion.  Christ's  inheriting  and 
possessing  the  heathen,  and  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth,  means  his  enjoying  and  delighting  in  them,  as 
his  purchase,  his  property,  as  a  sanctified,  obedient 
people,  bringing  forth  the  fruits  of  righteousness  to  his 
praise,  and  rendering  him  the  homage,  service  and 
gratitude  due  to  him  as  their  Lord.  In  this  manner 
Jehovah  possessed,  in  former  time,  his  chosen  and  pe- 

The  tendency  and  effects  of  such  new  and  bold  interpretations  of 
Scripture  by  learned  and  popular  critics,  so  directly  opposite  to 
those  which  have  been  uniformly  given  by  the  learned  in  past 
periods  of  the  Church,  I  canno>t  but  think  are  to  be  deprecated. 
We  are  in  no  small  danger,  Iappebend,  at  the  present  period,  of 
imbibing  corrupt  and  fatal  errors, 'presented  to  the  young-  and  ar- 
dent mind,  under  the  specious  and  imposing  name  of  improvements. 
We  are  to  remember,  that  things  new  and  ingenious  in  the  sciences 
generally,  in  theology  especially,  are  not  always  to  be  received  as 
improvements.  Theological  science  being  founded  on  the  Scrip- 
tures, which  are,  as  they  now  stand,  a  perfect  and  ever-abiding 
rule  of  our  faith,  incapable  of  improvements  similar  to  those 
made  in  other  sciences,  which  have  not  the  guidance  and  aid  of 
a  perfect  standard. 


culiar  people,  of  whom  he  says,  "Israel  is  mine 
inheritance."  Thus  he  now  possesses  Gentile  be- 
lievers in  Christ,  constituting  the  Christian  church, 
who  are  grafted  on  the  stock  from  whence  the  Jcwb 
were  broken  off  through  unbelief.  These  are  now,  as 
Israel  was  formerly,  "God's  husbandry.""  The  Church 
is  Christ's  inheritance,  his  "garden."  He  purchased 
it  with  his  own  blood;  dwells  in  it ;  protects  it  by  his 
Almighty  power;  cultivates  it  by  his  Spirit;  cnjoys,and 
delights  in  it.  The  promise  of  the  text  is,  that  the 
whole  world,  at  some  future  period,  shall  become  one 
universal,  purified  churchy  of  one  heart  and  one  soul, 
and  constitute,  in  the  manner  we  have  described,  the 
"inheritance,"  the  "possession"  of  Christ. 

The  world,  since  the  fall  of  man,  has  been,  and  ie 
still,  principally  under  the  immediate  dominion  of  Satan. 
He  is  accordingly  styled  "  the  god  of  this  world."  To 
reclaim  it,  and  bring  it  back  again  to  the  willing  obed- 
ience of  Jehovah*  is  a  work  of  immense  magnitude  and 
labor.  We  are  not  to  expect  that  the  grand  adversary 
will  yield  his  ascendency  and  control  over  mankind, 
which  he  has  so  long  enjoyed*  without  a  struggle, — 
a  struggle,  too,  proportioned  in  skill,  strength,  and  vio- 
lence, to  the  value  and  importance,  to  him,  of  the  do- 
minions he  must  resign.  The  heathen  nations,  and 
those  now  buried  in  the  darkness  and  delusion  of  Ma- 
horaetanism,  are  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants on  our  globe.  These,  combined  with  all  the 
strength,  in  number  and  influence,  which  Satan  can  col, 
throughout  that  part  of  the  world  called  Christian, 
Constitute  a  very  formidable  host,  in  comparison 
with  which,  the  real  subjects  of  Christ's  kirgdom 
are  but  a  "little  flock,"   in  themselves  feeble  and  hi 


human  view  utterly  incapable  of  contending  with  th& 
host  of  their  enemies.  A  contest  between  these  op- 
posing parties  has  existed  ever  since  the  creation  of 
man.  The  language  of  the  great  Captain  of  salvation, 
to  this  "  little  flock,"  for  their  support  and  encourage- 
ment, has  been,  ^Fear  not,  I  am  with  thee ;  be  not  dis- 
mayed, for  )  am  thy  God  ;  I  will  strengthen  thee,  yea, 
I  will  uphold  thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my  righteous- 
ness." "  No  weapon  that  is  formed  against  thee  shall 
prosper,  and  every  tongue  that  shall  rise  against  thee 
in  judgment,  thou  shaft  condemn."  ^Fear  not,  little 
flock,  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the 
kingdom."  These  promises  now  as  in  former  days, 
comfort,  strengthen,  and  animate  ^vith  courage,  the 
friends  of  the  Redeemer;  and  in  view  of  them  they 
look  forward  with  confident  and  lively  hope,  to  the 
period  when  this  contest,  however  unequal  it  may 
now  seem,  will  issue  in  the  complete  overthrow  of 
the  kingdom  of  Satan,  and  the  release  of  the  whole 
world  from  his  thraldom.  This  mighty  monarch 
this  foe  to  God  and  man,  is,  at  no  distant  period,  to 
be  hurled  from  his  throne,  bound  in  chains,  and  cast 
unto  the  bottomless  pit,  there,  with  his  angels,  and 
all  those  of  our  race  whom  he  shall  have  seduced  and 
ruined,  to  remain  *  in  chains  under  darkness  unto  the 
judgment  of  the  great  day."  Then,  in  the  complete 
sense  of  the  promise,  will  u  the  heathen  become  the 
inheritance  of  Christ,  anfl  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth  Ins  possession," 

But  how  is  this  wonderful  change  in  the  state  of 
mankind  to  be  effected?  By  what  arm,  and  what 
means  is  this  victory  to  be  obtained  ?  The  answer  k 
in  the  iext:  u  Ask/9  saith  the  Father  to  his  Son,  "an4 
/shall  s;ive-"     It  is  obvious  that  man, even  tli€  nholc 
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body  oi'  Christians  combined,  could  not  produce  such 
a  change  in  the  world,  and  gain  such  a  victory  over 
Satan,  as  has  been  described.  The  opposing  power, 
were  they  to  contend  alone,  would  swallow  them  up 
quick.  God,  therefore,  hath  taken  the  work  into  his 
own  hands.  The  Son, — and  it  becometh  a  son  to 
ask  favors  of  a  Father — the  Son  is  to  a-k  the 
Father,  who  heareth  him  always,  and  giveth  to  him 
whatsoever  he  desire th,  and  the  gift  promised,  great 
and  splendid  as  it  is,  and  difficult  as  it  may  be  to  obtain 
it,  shall  be  bestowed  on  him.  Nothing  is  too  hard,  or 
too  great,  for  God  to  accomplish.  He  who  made  the 
world,  and  all  its  inhabitants,  whose  is  the  earth  and 
the  fulness  thereof,  can  surely  change  and  mould  Iu3 
own  work  at  his  pleasure,  and  give  it  to  whomsoever 
he  pleaseth.  At  the  appointed  time,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  that  the  Father  will  fulfil  his  promise  to  his 
Son;  not  arbitrarily,  at  once,  by  some  great  and  mi- 
raculous exertion  of  his  power;  but  gradually,  in  the 
course  which  has  ordinarily  been  pursued  in  effecting 
smaller  changes  of  this  kind,  in  time  past ;  that  is,  in 
the  use  of  means,  by  the  agency  of  men,  raised  up  in 
succession,  and  qualified  to  be  co-workers  together 
with  God,  in  preparing  this  inheritance  for  his  Son. 

A  condition  of  the  promise  in  the  text,  is,  that  the 
Son  should  ask  his  Father  for  the  inheritance  specified. 
This  asking  of  the  Son  is  not  to  preclude  our  asking 
for  the  same  thing.  We  are  commanded  to  do  this ;  to 
pray  that  the  whole  world  may  be  converted  to  Christ. 
God  hath  declared,  that  he  will  be  enquired  of  by 
his  people  to  do  these  things.  The  church,  as  a  body, 
will-ask  in  union  with  Christ,  that  this  promise  may  be 
fulfilled.     The  Father  will  hear,  and  grant  the  pcti- 
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lion,  and  employ  the  church,  and  put  in  requisition  all 
other  suitable  means  necessary,  to  effect  his  purpose. 
But  on  these  topics  I  may  have  occasion  to  enlarge 
in  another  part  of  this  discourse. 

Such  as  has  now  been  given,  I  conceive,  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  text.  If  so,  we  perceive  its  obvious  and  nat- 
ural application  to  the  occasion  on  which  we  are  as- 
sembled. We  have  before  us,  my  brethren,  for  our 
present  consideration,  a  clear  and  distinct  prophecy 
of  great  and  good  things  to  come,  of  the  conversion  of 
the  whole  world  to  Christ,  and  of  the  manner  in 
which  this  most  desirable  event  is  to  be  accomplished. 
These  constitute  the  very  business  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, the  very  subject  for  which  we  are  associated, 
and  now  convened.  We  are  praying  through,  and 
with,  the  one  Mediator,and  engaged  as  fellow  labourers 
with  God,  that  the  heathen  may  become  the  inheri- 
tance and  possession  of  Christ. 

The  enquiries  suggested  by  our  subject,  thus  opened, 
which  I  shall  endeavor  to  answer  in  the  sequel  of  this 
discourse,  are, 

I.  When  may  we  look  for  the  mighty  change  in  the 
state  of  the  world,  which  is  to  fulfil  the  promise  in  our 
text,  and  what  indications  of  it  are  we  to  expect? 

II.  What  will  be  the  probable  means  of  effecting 
it? 

I.  The  prophecy  under  consideration,  already,  in  the 
days  of  the  Apostles,  and  subsequently,  has  had  a  par- 
tial, or,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  a  preliminary  fulfilment, 
which  may  be  considered  as  a  pattern  of  the  more  com- 
plete fulfiment  of  it,  which  is  still  future.    I  am  aware 

that  some  men  deny,  that  there  is  any  such  thing  as  a 
2 
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double  accomplishment  of  arty  of  the  prophecies.  With-' 
out  entering  into  a  discussion  of  this  subject,  or  under- 
taking a  formal  vindication  of  the  opinion  I  espouse,  I 
would  simply  observe,  that  1  can  perceive  in  it  no  in- 
consistency, nothing  which  tends- to  render  uncertain 
the  interpretation  of  Scripture;  and  there  are  certain- 
ly many  facts,  and  much  evidence,  to  support  it 

If  we  look  back  to  the  period  of  the  preliminary 
accomplishment  of  this  prophecy  in  the  first  age  of 
Christianity,  and  mark  the  state  of  the  world,  and  the 
operations  of  divine  providence,  during  that  periodr 
in  reference  to  the  event  foretold  in  the  text,  we 
may  learn  much  concerning  the  course  which  we  may 
expect  that  God  in  his  providence  will  pursue,  in 
bringing  about  its  ultimate  and  complete  fulfilment. 
Like  causes  ever  produce  like  effects.  God  never 
errs  in  the  choice  of  the  best  means  to  effect  his 
purposes.  His  plans,  and  his  means  of  executing 
them,  unlike  human  plans  and  means,  admit  of  no  im- 
provement. What  has  been,  in  his  operations  to  ef- 
fect certain  of  his  purposes,  will,  in  like  circumstances, 
be  again.  On  this  ground  we  may  safely  reason  from 
the  past,  concerning  the  future,  since  the  object  to  be 
accomplished,  in  both  cases,  if  we  judge  correctly,  is 
precisely  the  same.  What  then  was  the  state  of  the 
world,  and  what  events  and  operations  of  divine  prov^ 
idence,  distinguished  the  times,  when  the  prophecy  in 
the  text  received  its  preliminary,  and  incomplete  fulfil- 
ment? So  far  as  the  state  of  the  world,  and  events  and 
operations  of  divine  providence  in  the  present  age,  are 
analagous  to  those  of  the  first  age  of  Christianity r  and 
the  first  general  propagation  of  the  Gospel,  so  far  shall 
we  be  able  to  decide,  whether  or  not  we  are  soon  to 
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expect  that  the  Son  of  God  will  have  given  to  nimby 
his  Father,  in  the  full  sense  of  the  words,  "  the  heath- 
en for  his  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth  for  his  possession." 

"  God,  who  at  sundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners, 
spake  in  time  past  unto  the  fathers,"  the  ancient  Jews, 
**  by  the  prophets,  hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  unto 
us  by  his  Son," — "to  perform  the  mercy  promised  to 
the   fathers,  and   to  remember    his    holy  covenant." 
These  "last  days,"  as  the  phrase  is  here  used, include 
the  whole  period  of  time,  from  the  coming  of  our  Sav- 
iour, to  the  end  of  the  world.     It  was  in  the  reign  of 
the  Roman  Emperor,  Augustus,  that  these  last  days 
commenced.     Then  it  was  that  this  great  Ambassa- 
dor from  God   to   man,  his  own  beloved  Son,  made 
his  appearance  on  earth,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
and  proclaiming  salvation,  first  to  the  Jews,  in  perform- 
ance of  the  mercy  promised  to  their  fathers,  showing 
them    that  God's  holy  covenant  with   them  was  re- 
membered ;  and  then  to  the  Gentiles,  in  fulfilment  of 
the  promise  in  our  text.     To  ^effect  all  this,  a  mighty 
revolution  in  the   state  of   the  world  was  necessarv. 
Such  a  revolution  was  actually  effected  by  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Gospel  by  the  Apostles  and   their    fellow 
laborers  >"  to    all  nations,"  "every   where,"  and  "to 
every  creature,"  according  to  these  universal   terms, 
expressed  in  their  commission.     Foreseeing  this  revo- 
lution in  his  perfect  plan,  God,  in  his  infinite  wisdom, 
had  prepared  every  thing  requisite  to  its  accomplish- 
ment.    The  means  which  he   provided  were  admira- 
bly suited  to  his  purpose,  while  yet  no  man,  not  even 
the  actors  themselves,  knew  their  ultimate  design  ot 
tendency. 
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1.  The  world,  with  the  exception  of  small  por- 
tions of  it,  were  brought  to  the  use  of  but  two  lan- 
guages, the  Greek  and  the  Latin,  thus  wonderfully  fa- 
cilitating the  communication  of  the  holy  truths  of  the 
Gospel,  which  a  great  diversity  of  languages  must  have 
rendered  extremely  difficult.  We  are  aware  that  the 
Apostles,  by  special  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  could  speak 
all  languages;  and,  of  course,  diversity  of  tongues 
would  be  no  hindrance  to  their  preaching ;  yet  we 
have  no  reason  to  suppose,  that  this  miraculous  gift 
was  bestowed  on  the  numerous  body  of  preachers  and 
missionaries,  who  must  have  been  employed  to  assist 
the  Apostles  in  accomplishing  the  great  work  of  con- 
verting the  world  ;  and  by  them,  of  course,  this  facili- 
ty would  be  needed  and  felt. 

2.  Nearly  the  whole  vvoild  was  embraced,  at  this 
time,  under  the  Roman  Empire;  and  it  is  easy  to  per- 
ceive from  this  fact,  what  must  have  been  the  compara- 
tive advantages  enjoyed  for  spreading  the  knowledge  of 
the  Gospel  among  the  nations  in  this  state,  over 
those  which  would  have  been  enjoyed,  had  these  na- 
tions remained  divided,  as  they  had  been,  under  many 
different  governments.  Add  to  this,  that  the  Roman 
Empire  had  now  reached  the  height  of  its  literary 
eminence,  power,  and  splendor ;  all  its  parts  were 
united  under  one  constitution,  and  one  head.  The 
whole  world  too  was  in  peace  ;  the  temple  of  Janus  was 
shut ;  and  thus  a  way  was  opened  for  free  and  uninter- 
rupted intercourse  with  every  part  of  the  empire,  a^d 
of  the  world.  These  circumstances  were  all  peculiar- 
ly favourable  to  the  subjection  of  the  world  to  the 
dominion  of  Christ. 
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3.  The  dispersion  of  the  Jews  extensively  among 
many  nations,  which  took  place  at  this  eventful  period 
and  who  carried  with  them  some  knowledge  of  the 
true  God,  was  one  great  mean  employed,  in  divine 
providence,  for  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles  to  the 
faith  of  the  Gospel.  A  circumstance  in  their  history, 
also,  which  contributed  to  this  event,  was,  that  the 
minds  of  the  Jews  every  where,  and  of  many  of  the 
heathen  also,  at  this  time,  were  awakened  to  lively 
expectation  of  the  coming  of  the  Messiah.  The  pe- 
riod of  his  expected  appearance,  according  to  their 
prophecies,  was  now  arrived.  No  sooner,  therefore, 
was  his  birth  announced  by  the  wise  men  of  the  East, 
than  the  fame  of  it  was  spread  wherever  the  Jews, 
their  proselytes,  or  others  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
phecies of  the  Old  Testament,  resided. 

These  proselytes  of  the  Gate,  as  they  were  styled, 
it  is  pertinent  here  to  observe,  had  become  numerous 
about  the  time  of  the  coming  of  our  Saviour.  Though 
they  were  not  Jews,  they  had  ceased  to  be  heathen. 
They  had  renounced  idolatry ;  were  present  every 
Sabbath  at  the  reading  of  Moses  and  the  prophets; 
and  had  a  distinct  place  allotted  them  in  the  synagogues. 
Among  these  proselytes,  we  are  told,  were  "  devout 
men,  who  feared  God."  Cornelius  was  of  this  num- 
ber. It  was  not  difficult  for  men  in  this  situation,  to 
renounce  paganism.  They  had,  indeed,  already  done 
it.  They  were  not  embarrassed  by  Judaism,  having 
never  adopted  it  as  their  religion.  There  existed, 
therefore,  no  obstacle  to  their  embracing  Christianity. 
Of  these  proselytes  among  the  Gentiles,  thus  prepared, 
was  the  great  body  of  the  first  Christians. 
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4.  The  translation  of  the  Scriptures  into  the  Greek 
language,  in  which  tliey  were  extensively  read  by 
intelligent  heathen,  was   another  important  prepara- 

u  n  in  [>rovidence  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel,  and 
the  preliminary  accomplishment  of  the  prophecy  in 
our  text. 

1  only  add,  in  this  connection,  that  just  before  the 
birth  of  Christ,  in  the  Augustan  age  of  the  world, 
learning  and  philosophy  had  spread  their  influence,  in 
a  greater  or  less  degree,  to  a  very  considerable  ex- 
tent among  the  nations,  had  enlarged,  refined,  and  thus 
prepared  the  minds  of  men,  in  an  important  sense,  to 
investigate,  to  understand,  and  to  embrace  the  sublime 
truths  of  the  Gospel.  The  devotees  of  idolatry  every 
where,  and  in  a  manner  very  remarkable,  had  become 
entirely  dissatisfied  with  their  religion;  had  been 
brought  to  treat  with  contempt,  to  reject,  and  destroy 
their  idol  gods;  their  priests  had  lost  their  reputation 
and  influence;  their  lemples  were  first  deserted,  then 
demolished;  the  oracles  of  their  demons  were  silen- 
ced ;  and  all  the  world  seemed  prepared,  and  wTere  sigh- 
ing for  a  change.* 

With  this  preparation  for  their  work,  the  Apostles, 
in  pursuance  of  their  commission,  in  less  than  forty 
years  after  the  ascension  of  Christ,  had  successfully  ex- 
tended their  labors  nearly  through  the  whole  world, 
converting  its  inhabitants  every  where  to  the  faith, 
of  the  Gospel,  thus  fulfilling  the  prediction  of  pur  Lord, 
►'The  Gospel  of  this  kingdom  shall  be  preached  in  a// 
the  world*  for  a  witness  unto  all  nations,  and  then  shall 
the  end,  (i.  e.  the  end  of  the  Jewish  state.)  come." 

*  See  Jurieu's  Preface  to  the  Accomplishment  of  Prophecie 
and  Millar's  Hist,  of  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel. 
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Thus,  in  this  early  age  of  Christianity,  it  might  be 
said,  that  Christ  had  "  the  heathen  lor  his  inheritance, 
and   the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  posses- 


sion." 


But  it  is  evident  that  this  was  not  a  complete  fulfil- 
ment of  this  promise  to  the  Son.  His  possession  of 
the  heathen,  and  of  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth, 
was  not  entire,  nor  of  long  continuance.  It  was  soon 
wrested  from  him  by  "  the  god  of  this  world,"  and 
has  ever  since  continued,  with  the  exception  of  "a  lit- 
tle ilock,"  under  his  control.  A  more  complete  sub- 
jugation of  the  heathen  to  Christ,  than  the  world  has 
yet  witnessed,  is  therefore  to  be  expected.  As  this? 
is  a  future  event*  the  precise  time  when  it  will  be 
brought  about,  cannot  be  foreseen.  We  can  only  com- 
pare, in  reference  to  it,  the  state  of  the  world  now, 
with  its  state  immediately  preceding  the  preliminary 
fulBlment  of  the  promise  in  our  text;  and  in  this  way 
form  our  opinion  on  this  subject.  l£  we  will  delib- 
erately institute  this  comparison,  with  existing  facts 
before  us,  we  shall  find,  that  the  "  signs  of  the  present 
times"  obviously  indicate,  that  a  great  change  in  the 
state  of  the  world,  favorable  to  the  interests  and  uni- 
versal dominion  of  the  Redeemer  over  the  heathen, 
is  now  in  actual  progress,  and  that  we  m<ay  thence  in- 
fer, that  this  change,  which  is  ultimately  to  put  the 
heathen,  and  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  into  com- 
plete and  permanent  possession  of  Christ,  wili,  seeing 
that  God  is  the  operator,  soon  be  accomplished.  The 
time  will  allow  me  only  to  hint  at  the  facts  and  events,- 
to  which  I  allude,  and  to  leave  them  for  enlargement 
to  your  own  reflections. 
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1.  The  world  seems  to    be  fast  tending   to  a  state 

correspondent,  as  far  as  is  requisite,  to  that  which  ex- 
isted previous  to  the  first  spread  of  the  Gospel,  when 
the  great  body  of  the  human  family  were  reduced  to 
the  use  of  the  Greek   and    Roman   languages*     By 
means    of  commercial,  literary,  and  especially  Chris- 
tian   and  missionary  enterprise,  mankind  are  rapidly 
becoming  known  to  each  other;  intercourse  amon^  the 
different  nations  is  constantly  extending,  and  with  it  a 
knowledge  in  each  nation,  of  the  languages  of  all  the 
others.    By  far  the  largest  portion  of  this  entcrprize  ex- 
ists in  those  parts  of  the  world,  in  which  the  English  lan- 
guage is  vernacular.  The  importance  of  a  knowledge  of 
this  language  is  beginning  every  where  to  be  felt,  and 
especially  in  regions   occupied  by  missionaries.    Com- 
mercial men  will  probably  transact  their  business,  and 
carry  on  their  correspondence,  more  generally  in  this, 
than    in    any  other  language,  because  the    balance  of 
commerce    is    already   on  the  side  of    those  who  use 
the   English  language,    and  this    balance    is  continu- 
ally  increasing.     It  is  probable  that  the  sciences  and 
literature  will  be  more  generally  taught    in    this    lan- 
guage, than    in  any    other;   because  there  are  more 
books  on  these  subjects,  original,  or  in  translations,  in 
this,  than  in  any  other  language.     The  great  body  of 
missionaries,  spread  among  the  populous  heathen  ter- 
ritories on  the  Eastern  Continent,  on  the  islands  of  the 
everal  ;reat  Oceans,  and  among  the  Indian  tribes  of 
our  own  country,  speak  the  English  language.     Their 
converts,  and  a  multitude  of  others    in  their  schools, 
will,  of  course,  be  taught  this  language,  and  in  all  na- 
tions, who  have  no  written  language,  their  vernacular 
tongue  will  gradually  give   place  to  the   English,  and 
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their  own  ultimately  become  extinct.  These  circum- 
stances render  it  probable,  that  the  English  language, 
at  no  distant  period,  will,  like  the  Roman  and  Greciaa 
in  former  ages,  be  known  and  spoken  extensively 
in  every  part  of  the  world.  The  French,  which 
is  more  generally  spoken  than  any  other  language,  the 
English  excepted,  may  be  its  rival ;  and  these  two  lan- 
guages, like  the  Roman  and  Grecian  of  old,  divide  the 
world  between  them.  There  seems  little  probability 
that  any  other  of  the  living  languages,  will  ever  extend 
far  beyond  the  limits  of  the  nations  in  which  they  are 
vernacular.  Enough  of  these  two  languages  is  al- 
ready known  in  all  the  great  nations  on  the  globe, 
among  whom  any  degree  of  civilization  exists,  great- 
lv  to  facilitate  intercourse  between  them,  and  to  fur- 
nish  a  medium  for  the  introduction  of  Christianity 
among  them.  So  far  as  this  view  is  important  and 
correct,  it  exhibits  existing  preparation  for  the  conver- 
sion of  the  world  to  Christ,  corresponding  with  that 
which  preceded  its  first  conversion  to  him. 

2.  Though  the  world  now,  as  in  the  Augustan  age 
is  not  embraced  in  one  Empire,  it  is  in  a  state,  or  fast 
advancing  to  a  state,  equally  well  fitted  for  the  spread 
of  the  Gospel.  So  many  of  the  great  powers,  who 
are  favorable  to  missions,  are  now  united,  and  exerting 
an  influence  so  extensive,  that  former  obstacles  to  mis* 
sionary  efforts,  to  a  great  extent,  are  removed.  The 
Mahometan  power,  so  hostile  as  it  ever  has  been  to 
Christianity,  has  been  long  diminishing,  and  from  pres- 
ent appearances,  will  soon  be  reduced  and  overthrown, 
and  a  way  opened  for  replanting  the  Gospel  in  the 
once  favored  region,  where  it  was  first  preached,  and 

whence  it  issued  and  spread  through  the  world.    , 
3 


3.  The  Jews,  scattered  as  they  still   are  in   almost 
all  nations  under  heaven,  are  as  favorably  situated   to 
aid  in  the  conversion  of  the  world   to  Christ  now,  as 
at  the  period  which  preceded  its  first  conversion   to 
him.     They  will,  indeed,  be  mucli  more  so,  should  th< 
prophecy  of  their  own  conversion  to  him,  agreeablj 
to  general  expectation,  be  speedily    fulfilled.     So  the 
Apostle  reasons,  "  If  the  fall  of   Israel  be  the  riches 
of  the  world,  and  the  diminishing  of  them,  the  riches 
of  the  Gentiles,  how   much   more   their    fulness  ?" — 
And,  "  if  the  casting  away  of  them  be  the  reconciling 
of  the  world,    what  shall  the  receiving  of  them  be, 
but  life  from  the  dead  ?" 

If  the  Jewish  nation,  previous  to  the  first  universal 
propagation  of  the  Gospel,  was  awake  with  expecta-* 
tion  of  their  Messiah,  and  thus  were  prepared  to  re- 
ceive, and  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  him,  and  of  his 
religion,  among  the  nations ;  so  now  is  the  Christian 
world  remarkably  awake,  and  are  prepared  for,  and 
actually  making,  uncommon  exertions  for  the  same 
purpose. 

4.  The  world  is  now  deriving  probably  far  greater 
advantages,  for  its  conversion  to  Christ,  from  the  nu- 
merous translations  of  the  Scriptures  into  the  written 
languages  of  the  most  populous  portions  of  the  world, 
than  were  formerly  derived  towards  its  first  conver- 
sion, from  their  translation  into  the  Greek  language. 

I  only  add,  in  completion  of  the  comparison  institut- 
ed between  the  state  of  the  world  previous  to  its  first 
conversion  to  Christ,  and  its  present  state,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  similar  change  for  which  we  are  now 
looking,  that  this  age  of  the  world,  compared  with  the 
age3  that  are  past,  may  fitly  be   stiled   an  Augustan 
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age,   in  respect  to  Science,  Literature,  the  Arts,  and 
Philosophy.     These,  in  no    former  age,  have  risen  to 
such  high  eminence  and  respectability  as  in  the  pres- 
ent.    Multitudes  of   intelligent,  scientific    men,    have 
"  run  to  and  fro  through  the  earth,''  by  whose  instru- 
mentality  "  knowledge  has  been  increased,"  and  light 
spread   with  unexampled  rapidity  H  into    those  dark 
places  of  the  earth,  which  are  full  of  the  habitations 
of  cruelty."    The  facts,  which  confirm  what  we  have 
now  stated,  are  well  known,  and  too  numerous  to  be 
recapitulated.    In  these  respects  the  world  was  never 
before  in  so  favorable  a  state  for  a  thorough  and  uni- 
versal propagation  of  the  Gospel.     It  is  now  success- 
fully planting  in  so  many  places,  and  these  so  located 
in  regard  to  each  other?    and   spread   so    extensively 
over  the  world,  that  communications  between  mission 
stations  will  soon  be  easy ;  and  their  strength  and  in- 
fluence, thus  combined,  we  may  hope  will    facilitate 
their  progress,  and  secure  their  success.  The  heathen 
nations  too,  many  of  them,  now,  as  previously  to   the 
former  conversion  of  the  world,  are  fast  becoming  sick 
of  their  idols,  and  are  "  casting  them  to  the  moles  and 
to  the  bats,"    or  burning    them   with    their  temples. 
They  are  losing  their  power,  and  their  disposition  too, 
to  oppose  the  introduction  of  Christianity  among  them; 
and  in  not  a  few  instances,  are  even  inviting  it  with  im- 
portunity.    Their    priests   are    falling  into  disrepute, 
and  losing  their  influence  ;  and  indications,  every  day, 
and  in  all  directions,  are  multiplying,  that  heathenism, 
generally,  is  sinking ;    that  the  Mahometan   delusion, 
also,  with  its  persecuting  power,    are    vanishing,    and 
the  world  again,  as  in  Apostolic  times,  every  where, 
and  in  all  respects,  seems  to  be  preparing,  and  in  many 
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parts  already  sighing  for  a  change.  When  such  sigi^ 
as  these  appear,  we  may  be  sure  that  the  period  is 
not  distant,  when  the  empire  which  the  devil  has  so 
lono-  held  over  this  world  will  be  ruined,  and  the 
Father  will  give  his  Son  the  heathen  for  his  inheri- 
tance, and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his 
possession. 

II.  We  arc  to  consider  by  what  means  the  world 
is,  more  completely  and  permanently  than  formerly, 
to  be  put  into  possession  of  the  Son  by  the  Father. 
I  answer  generally,  by  the  same  means,  with  excep- 
tions hereafter  noticed,  as  the  same  thing  was  ac- 
complished in  the  age  of  the  Apostles. 

The  world  was  converted  to  Christ  in  the  first  age 
of  the  church,  as  the  most  authentic  writers  of  Ecclesi- 
astical History  inform  us, 

1.  By  means  of  the  miracles  wrought  by  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  while  on  earth,  and  which,  for  many  years 
after  his  crucifixion,  remained  fresh  in  the  memories  of 
multitudes,  who  witnessed  them,  and  by  means  of  the 
miraculous  powers  which  he  bestowed  on  his  Apostles, 
and  generally  on  the  church. 

*  A  striking  instance  of  the  effect  of  one  of  the  miracles 
•wrought  at  the  crucifixion  of  Christ,  on  an  infidel  of  modern 
times,  is  recorded  by  Mr.  Fleming,  in  his  Christology,  (Vol.  ii.  p. 
97,  98,  note,)  as  follows — "  A  worthy  gentleman,  who  travelled 
through  Canaan,  told  me,  that  an  ingenious  person,  his  fellow 
traveller,  who  was  a  Deist,  used  to  make  merry  with  all  the 
stories  that  the  Romish  priests  entertained  them  with,  as  to  the 
sacred  places  and  reliques  they  went  to  see  ;  and  particularly 
when  they  first  showed  him  the  clefts  of  the  rock  of  Mount  Cal- 
vary, which  is  now  included  within  the  great  dome  that  wa9 
built  over  it  by  Constantioe  the  Great.  But  when  be  came  to  ex- 
amine the  clefts  more  narrowly  and  critically,  he  told  his  fellow 
travellers,  that  now  he  began  to  be  a  Christian  ;  for  said  he,  I 
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2.  By  the  instrumentality  of  men  of  singular  enT 
dowments,  learning  and  eloquence,  who  were  among 
the  early  converts  to  the  faith  of  the  Gospel,  and  be- 
came its  powerful  apologists,  defenders  and  advocates. 

3.  By  the  singular  zeal,  enterprize,  labors  and  suffer- 
ings of  the  early  Christians,  which  were  very  effica- 
cious in  spreading  the  Gospel.  All  methods  were  em- 
ployed by  him  to  reclaim  men  from  error,  and  to  bring 
them  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  Tatian,  an  early 
writer,  in  an  oration  against  the  Greeks,  says-r— "  among 
us  not  only  the  rich  learn  our  philosophy,  (meaning 
our  religion,)  but  even  the  poor  are  freely  instructed, 
for  the  doctrine  concerning  God  is  greater  than  can 
be  recompensed  with  gifts ;  therefore  we  admit  all, 
who  are  willing  to  learn,  whether  old  or  young.  All 
our  virgins  are  sober  and  modest,  and  are  accustomed 
to  discourse  of  divine  things,  even  sitting  at  their  dis- 
taffs." Of  the  "  divine  and  admirable  disciples  of 
the  Apostles,"  as  Eusebius  styles  them,  this  distinguish- 
ed historian  testifies,  that  "they  built  up  the  super- 
have  been  long  a  student  of  nature  and  the  mathematics,  and  I 
am  sure  these  clefts  and  rents  in  this  rock  were  never  made  by  a 
natural  or  an  ordinary  earthquake,  for  by  such  a  concussion,  the 
rock  must  have  split  according  to  the  veins,  and  where  it  was 
weakest  in  the  adhesion  of  the  parts;  for  thus,  said  he,  I  have  ob- 
served it  to  have  been  done  in  other  rocks,  when  separated  or 
broken  after  an  earthquake,  and  reason  tells  me  it  must  always 
be  so.  But  it  is  quite  otherwise  here,  for  the  rock  is  split  ath- 
wart, and  cross  the  veins,  in  a  most  strange  and  preternatural  or 
supernatural  manner.  This,  therefore,  I  can  easily  and  plainly 
see  to  be  the  effect  of  a  real  miracle,  which  neither  nature  nor 
art  could  ever  have  effected.  And  therefore,  said  he,  I  thank 
God  that  I  came  hither,  to  see  this  standing  monument  of  a  mi- 
raculous power,  by  which  God  gives  evidence  to  this  day  of  the 
Pivinity  of  Christ.17 
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structures  of  the  churches,  the  foundations  whereof 
the  Apostles  had  laid  in  all  places  where  they  came  ; 
they  every  where  promoted  the  preaching  of  the  Gos- 
pel, sowing  the  seeds  of  heavenly  doctrine  through 
the  whole  world,  to  render  a  more  plentiful  harvest. 
For  many  of  the  disciples  then  alive,  being  inflamed 
with  the  love  of  a  more  heavenly  philosophy,  fulfilling 
the  counsel  of  our  Lord,  distributed  their  estates  to 
the  poor,  and  leaving  their  own  country,  did  the  work 
of  Evangelists  to  those  who  had  never  yet  heard  the 
Christian  faith,  preaching  Christ,  and  delivering  the 
evangelical  writings  to  them.  No  sooner  had  they 
planted  the  faith  in  any  foreign  countries,  and  ordained 
guides  and  pastors,  to  whom  they  committed  the  care 
of  the  new  plantations,  but  they  wTent  to  other  na- 
tions, assisted  by  the  grace  and  powerful  working  of 
the  Holy  Spirit;  for  the  Divine  Spirit,  even  to  that 
very  time,  did  perform  wonderful  works.  So  soon  as 
ever  they  began  to  preach  the  Gospel,  the  people 
nocked  universally  to  them,  and  cheerfully  and  heart- 
ily did  worship  the  true  God,  the  Creator  of  the 
world,  piously  and  sincerely  believing  in  his  name."* 
From  all  the  histories  and  martyrologies  of  the  church, 
it  appears,  that  the  first  propagators  of  Christianity 
were  a  body  of  disinterested  men,  whom  no  labors, 
sacrifices,  travels  or  hardships  terrified,  who  "  counted 
not  even  their  lives  dear  to  them,  so  that  they  might 
finish  their  course  with  joy,"  enlarge  the  boundaries 
of  the  Redeemers  kingdom,  and  make  known  the 
mystery  of  the  Gospel  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
Their  patience  and  constancy  under  the  most  painful 
sufferings ;    their  calmness   and   firmness    manifested 

*See  Euseb.  Eccles.  Hist.  book.  3.  ch.  37. 
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while  receiving  the  fiercest  threatnings,  gained  them 
many  proselytes.  Thus  Lactantius  reasons—"  When 
the  idol  worshippers  see  men  torn  in  pieces  by  infinite 
variety  of  torments,  and  yet  maintain  patience  uncon- 
querable, able  to  tire  out  their  tormentors,  they  be- 
gin to  think,  as  they  have  ground  to  do,  that  the  con- 
sent of  so  many,  and  the  perseverance  of  such  dying 
persons,  cannot  be  in  vain,  and  that  patience  itself* 
were  it  not  from  God,  could  not  hold  out  under  such 
racks  and  tortures."  By  the  force  of  such  arguments 
as  these,  Justin  Martyr  confesses,  that  he  was  convert- 
ed from  Platonism  to  Christianity.  The  Emperor 
Julian,  the  apostate,  used  to  compare  the  martyrs 
to  "  mown  grass,  which  is  succeeded  by  a  thicker 
growth." 

4.  By  means  nearly  allied  to  those  just  stated,  and 
more  efficacious,  probably,  than  all  the  others  employed 
in  the  first  conversion  of  the  world  to  Christ,  I  mean 
the  holy  lives  of  its  professors.  What  Christians  weref 
operated  more  powerfully  to  persuade  men  to  the 
truth  and  divinity  of  their  religion,  than  all  that  they 
Said  or  did. 

Such,  in  brief,  were  the  means  employed  in  the 
first  universal  propagation  of  the  Gospel;  and  in  its 
second,  and  more  complete  propagation,  which  is  to 
come,  we  are  to  expect,  that, with  the  exception  of  the 
first,  the  working  of  miracles,  which  we  have  no  rea- 
son to  believe  will  be  repeated,  means  of  the  same 
kind  are  to  be  employed.  Science,  Literature,  the 
Arts,  and  Philosophy,  are  a<rain  to  lend  their  aid  in 
subjugating  the  world  to  the  dominion  of  the  Redeem- 
er. Already,  indeed,  are  they  beginning  to  enlist  in 
this  benevolent  and  glorious  cause.     The    holv    zeaU 
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enterprize,  courage,  and  fearlessness  of  hardships  and 
sutferings,  which  distinguished  Christians  who  were 
employed  in  the  first  age,  as  instruments  in  giving  into 
the  possession  of  Christ,  the  heathen,  even  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  earth,  are  again  to  be  witnessed,  and 
probably  in  a  still  more  eminent  degree,  in  effecting 
the  second,  and  far  more  glorious,  complete,  and  per- 
manent conquest  of  the  world  to  the  Redeemer. 
These  traits  in  the  character  of  Christians  now  on  the 
stage  of  action,  wTe  rejoice  to  witness,  in  many  instan- 
ces, brightening,  and  rising  into  conspicuous  notice  and 
influence,  and  thus  animating  our  hopes,  that  better 
?i:n3s,  ti.nes  when  the  Spirit  of  Christ  shall  reign  in 
all  hearts,  are  near,  even  at  the  door. 

Two  objections  have  been  made  to  the  sentiments 
expressed  in  this  discourse,  which  I  think  it  proper 
here  briefly  to  notice. 

1.   It  is  objected,  that  the  work  of  converting   the 

world    is  impracticable,  visionary,  Utopian.     Savages 
can  never  be  tamed.     Educate  them  in  the  best  man- 
ner  you  can,  their  original  character  will  remain  un- 
altered;— and    much  more  of  the  same   purport.     If 
men  were  to  be  the  sole  agents  in  accomplishing  the 
work  in  question,  this  objection  undoubtedly  would  be 
valid.     But  this  is  not  the  work  of  men,  but  of  God 
and  men  are  but  his  instruments  in  accomplishing  it. — 
a  Ask  of  me,"  saith  Jehovah,    "  I  shall  give  the  Son 
the  heathen  for  his  inheritance."     Will  anv  one  ven- 
ture  to  say,  that  God  cannot  fulfil  this  promise  to  his 
Son  ?     Cannot  he  do  what  he  pleascth  with  creatures 
which   his    owTn    hands  have  formed  ?   Will  any  deny 
that  he  can  give  a  new  heart  to  whomsoever  he  pleas- 
cth, when  he  claims  it  as  his  prerogative  to  <;  create 
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in   man  a  clean  heart,  and    to  renew  within  him   a 
right    spirit ;  and  when  he  is  doing  this  every  day  be- 
fore  our  eyes  ?— Yes,  God  can  give  the  blessing  of  a 
new    heart    to  a  wild    Indian,  to  a  Hindoo,  a  Turk,  a 
negro,  a  Hottentot,  as  easily  as  to  the    most    enlight- 
ened, polished,  and  best  educated,  in  civilized  nations. 
He  has  done  it  in  instances    abundantly  sufficient    to 
establish  the  fact.     Now  a  new  heart  invariably  pro- 
duces a  new  character,  and  always  the   same    charac- 
ter, whether    possessed    by    Jew    or  Gentile,  Indian, 
Turk,  Hindoo,  or  Hottentot.    If  then  God,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fulfilling    his  promise  to  his  Son,  shall  give  a 
new  heart  to  all  of  everv  nation,  which  he  can  do  with 
infinite  ease,  the  work  will  be  done,    and    the    world 
will  then  be  in  the  state  desired,  in  the  full  possession 
of  Christ. 

2.  It  is  objected  by  others,  that  all  our  men  and 
means  are  needed  at  home,  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
destitute  among  ourselves,  and  the  heathen  on  oiir 
own  borders,  where  we  may  reasonably  hope  for  suc- 
ces? ;  but  that  we  have  neither  men  nor  money  to  send 
abroad  among  far  distant  foreign  nations,  where  the 
prospect  of  doing  good  is  doubtful,  if  not  altogether 
hopeless.  In  reply  to  this  objection,  I  would  ask 
those  who  make  it,  in  the  first  place,  how  long  this 
conviction  of  our  own  Wants,  and  the  wants  of  the 
heathen  on  our  own  borders,  has  been  felt  by  them  ? 
Whether  they  felt  it  before  foreign  missions  were 
projected?  Whether  this  very  measure  has  not  awak- 
ened their  attention  to  the  subject,  and  produced  this 
conviction  ?  If  so,  they  must  admit  that  foreign  mis- 
sions have  been  instrumental  of  producing  important 
good  etFects,  if  not  on  the  heathen,  yet.  on  themselves; 
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and    these  good  effects  will  be  increased,  if  this  con 
viction,    in  those  who  profess  to    feel    it  so    strongly, 
shall  prompt  them  to  be  liberal   in  their   benefactions 
and   exertions  to  supply  the  destitute  among  us    and 
around  us,  whose  wants  they  so  loudly  deplore. 

But  there  is  another  answer  to  this  objection.  It 
savors  strongly  of  a  selfish  spirit,  of  narrowness  of 
views  on  this  subject,  and  is  directly  opposed  both  to 
the  spirit  and  commands  of  the  Gospel.  We  are  com- 
manded to  "  love  our  enemies,  to  bless  them  that 
curse  us,  to  do  good  to  them  that  hate  us,  and  to  pray 
for  them  that  despitefully  use  us,  and  persecute  us  ; 
that  we  may  be  children  of  our  Father  in  heaven, 
who  causeth  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good, 
and  sendeth  his  rain  on  the  just  and  the  unjust,"  "whose 
tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works."  God,  we  see 
is  compassionately  concerned  for  all  men,  without  dis- 
tinction of  nations  or  character.  None  are  sunk  so  low 
in  ignorance  and  stupidity,  as  to  be  considered  unwor- 
thy of  his  notice  and  compassionate  care.  He  has, 
moreover,  sent  his  only  begotten  Son  to  die  for  all 
men,  and  has  given  commandment  that  his  Gospel 
should  be  preached  to  every  creature*,  that  we  should 
pray  for  all  men,  and  do  good  to  all  as  we  have  op- 
portunity. Accordingly,  the  Apostles  of  our  Lord,  in 
obedience  to  his  command,  "  went  into  all  the  world 
and  preached  his  Gospel  to  every  creature."  Now 
with  all  these  examples,  and  commands  before  us,  can 
we  perceive  any  grounds  for  the  objection  under  con- 
sideration? Is  it  not  in  direct  opposition  to  the  ex- 
ample of  God,  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  his  Apostles,  and  gen- 
erally of  the  first  Christians,and  in  the  face  of  many  plaint 
unequivocal   Scripture  commands?     Shall  we  under- 
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take  to  be  wiser  than  God,  to  instruct  him  in  what: 
manner  his  Gospe!  can  be  best  propagated  ?  He  has 
given  visible  success  to  our  foreign  missions,  and  there- 
by testified  bis  approbation  of  them.  Shall  we  then 
cease  todo  what  he  approves  ?  Shall  we  regard  man, 
rather  than  God  ?  Besides,  all  our  blessings  come 
from  God  ;  our  property,  our  dispositions  to  do  good, 
and  his  Holy  Spirit  to  sanctify  our  young  men  for  the 
ministry,  and  to  inspire  thern  with  a  missionary  spirit. 
To  those  who  improve  his  gifts,  he  gives  more.  To 
those  who  give  freely  and  liberally  for  the  support  of 
foreign  missions,  he  gives  also  the  means  of  support- 
ing domestic  missions,  and  missions  among  the  Indians 
of  our  own  country  ;  and  abundant  facts  actually  show 
that  he  has  done  this.  Those  who  have  done  most 
by  their  contributions  and  labors  to  promote  foreign 
missions,  have  done  most  also  for  those  at  home 
Much  duty  has  been  required  of  them,  and  God  has 
given  them  means  to  do  much,  Nothing  has  been  lost 
to  our  domestic,  by  our  foreign  missions.  Much,  on 
the  contrary,  has  been  gained,  as  will  obviously  appear 
by  a  retrospection  of  facts,  which  have  a  bearing  on  this 
subject,  which  have  occurred  since  the  commencement 
of  foreign  missions.  Since  that  period,  manifold  more 
has  been  contributed,  and  far  more  effected  in  building 
up  waste  places  at  home,  and  introducing  civilization, 
with  the  Gospel,  among  the  Indian  tribes,  than  wTas 
ever  done  before  in  any  equal  period  of  time.  If  what 
has  been  said  does  not  convince  tliose  who  make  the 
objection  under  consideration,  Ave  cheerfully  permit 
them  to  enjoy  their  own  opinion,c!aiming  only  the  same 
indulgence  from  them  which  we  give,  and  will  expect^ 
#s  we    reasonably  may.  benefactions  and  exertions,  01^ 
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their  part,  in  support  of  our  domestic  and  Indian  mis- 
sions, proportioned  to  their  apparent  zeal  and  interest 
in  th'  ;n.  Htppily  there  is  room  enough  in  this  wide 
world  for  all  good  men  to  operate  without  interfer- 
ence, and  !abour  enough  for  all  hands  to  accomplish. 
I  pray,  therefore,  that  there  be  no  other  strife  be- 
tween us  than  this,  which  shall  do  most  for  the  honor 
of  the  Redeemer,  and  the  good  of  mankind. 

8    ithren,  we  see  what  is  the  grand  object  that  Je- 
.1    iiis    in  his  viewr  to  accomplish,  in  fulfilment  of 
his    romise  to  his  S  >n,  "to  give  him  the  heathen  for 
his  in  leritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth 
fo     lis  possession."     You  see  in  what  manner,  and  by 
wha'    aeans,  a  preliminary  fulfilment  of   this  promise 
was  efected  in  the    days  of  the    Apostles,  and    can 
hence   judge  in  what  manner,  and  by  what  means,  he 
wi  1    effect  a  m ore  comolete   fulfilment  of  it,  at  some 
future  period.     You  have  had  placed  before  you,  also, 
some  existing  remarkable  preparations  in  Providence, 
indicating  that  the  time  is  near  when  the  kingdoms  of 
this  world  will  be  wrested  from  the  grand  adversary, 
who  has  so  long  held  them  under  his  controul,  and  be 
given   to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     These  things  being 
so,  what  is  our  present  duty?    When  such  a  scene  is 
spread  before  us,  can.  we  sleep,  or  be  idle  ?    If  we 
are  in  truth  Christians,  this  will  be  impossible.     Our 
hearts  will  leap  for  joy  at  the  prospects  opening  be, 
fore  us.     Our  zeal,  and  all  the  energies  of  our  bodies 
and  our  minds,  will  be  aw  ike  and  combined,  to  do  what- 
soever our  hands  find  to  do,  as  "laborers  together  with 
God,"  in  effecting  the  great  revol  •:.    o    «i  favor  of  man- 
kind, which  is  already  hopefully  begun,  and  at  no  very 
distant  period,  we  truoi,  will  be  triumphantly  perfected, 
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Permit    me  here  to  dwell  a  little  on  a  qualification 
for  this  work,  pre-eminently  necessary  in  all  who  en- 
gage in  it     What  I  mean  is  expressed   in   the    two 
following   precepts — "Be  ye    holy,   for  lam  holy." 
*;Bs  ye   perfect,  even    as  your    Father    which  is    in 
heaven    is   perfect." — Workers    with    God    must  be 
holy  men.     The  soldiers  of  the  cross  must  possess  the 
spirit  of   their  Leader.     In  the  character  of  the  real 
Christian,  the  true  religion  is  exhibited  in  an  embodied 
state,    and    we  perceive  what  it  is,  "not  in  word,  but 
in  power."     Christians  are  the  "  Light  of  the  world," 
and  "their    light  so  shines  before  men,  that   they  see 
their    good  works,  and  glorify  their  Father  who  is  in 
heaven."     Their  character,  when  exhibited,  impresses 
on    the    mind  of  beholders  a  strong  conviction  of  the 
deep  importance  of  this  religion.     Hence  the  "Chris- 
tian character,  "with  much  propriety,  has  been  consid- 
ered" as  a  special  part  of  the  means  which  God  has 
employed,  and  rendered  effectual  for  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel !"     Though  the  church  is  upheld  and  protect- 
ed in  the  world  by  the  Almighty  arm  of  him  who  es- 
tablished it;  yet  its  true  members  are  the  immediate 
instruments    which   his  wisdom   employs,  both  for  its 
preservation  and  enlargement.     Thus  the  holy  char- 
acter  which    the  Apostles  sustained    and  exhibited> 
f[  the    things  which  they  did,    and  the  things  which 
happened  unto  them,  fell  out  unto  the  furtherance  of 
the  Gospel."     It  was  by  means  of  the  pious  and  ami- 
able character   and   conduct  of  the  first  converts  to 
the    Christian    faith,   that  "  the    Lord    added  to  the 
church  daily  such  as  should  be  saved." — When  "the 
multitude    of  them    that  believed  were  of  one  heart 
and   one  soul  ;"  when  they   showed   their   faith  by 
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wprks,  which  were  good  and  profitable  unto  men. 
then  "  with  great  power  gave  the  Apostles  witness  of 
the  resurrection  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  great  i^race 
was  upon  them  all."  When  Barnabas,  by  his  Chris- 
tian deportment,  manifested  to  the  people  of  Antioch» 
that  he  was  "  a  good  man,  and  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  of  faith," — "  much  people  were  added  to  the 
Lord."  When  "  the  churches  throughout  all  Judea> 
Galilee  and  Samaria,  had  rest  and  walked  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord,  and  the  comforts  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
they  were  both  edified  and  multiplied." 

I  quote  the  following  sentiments  as  consonant  with 
my  own,  and  pertinent  to  our  subject.  "  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  manners  of  Christians  have  an 
essential  connection  with  the  credit  and  success  of 
Christianity  among  men.  It  is  certain  that  personal 
piety,  and  practical  godliness,  derived  from  the  faith 
and  spirit  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  according  to  the 
New  Testament,are  of  infinitely  more  avail  in  dissemi- 
nating his  religion,  than  all  "  the  rudiments  of  the 
world,"  and  all  the  "  commandments  and  doctrines  of 
men."  *'  It  is  a  glorious  and  animating  idea,"  adds  our 
author,  "  that  what  Christians  are,  and  feel,  and  do, 
in  their  appropriate  character,  enters  into  the  connec- 
tion of  means  and  end,  in  that  great  and  gracious  plan 
wrhich  the  Son  of  God  is  executing  in  our  world,  as 
the  author  of  eternal  salvation." 

We  perceive,  brethren,  from  the  foregoing  facts  and 
observations,  in  what  way  Christianity  may  be  most 
successfully  propagated  in  the  world.  It  is  by  the 
influence  of  vital,  personal  godliness  in  its  professors. 
T  this  point,  therefore,  it  becomes  us  to  give  the 
most  earnest  heed.     Losing  sight  of  this  point,  those. 
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who  are  praying,  and  exerting  themselves  for  the  pros- 
perity of  Zion,  will  be  in  danger,  either  of  presump- 
tuously relying  on  Providence,  without  considering 
what  Providence  requires  them  to  do ;  or  of  employing 
means  repugnant  to  the  nature  of  the  Gospel.  To 
attempt  the  propagation  of  Christianity,  except  in  it£ 
embodied,  living  fstate,  is  an  undertaking  in  itself  ir- 
rational,and  can  never  succeed.  The  power  of  godliness^ 
felt  and  exhibited  by  professing  Christians,  enters  into 
the  true  means  of  bringing  those  who  are  "strangers 
and  foreigners,"  to  be  "  fellow  citizens  with  the  saints^ 
and  of  the  household  of  God." 

In  accomplishing  this  great  work,  God  will,  from 
time  to  time,  raise  up,  qualify  and  employ  such  men  as 
his  instruments,  as  will  best  subserve  the  purpose  ;  and 
when  they  shall  severally  have  accomplished,as  an  hire- 
ling, their  work,  in  succession,  lie  will  translate  them  to 
higher  and  nobler  services  m  his  kingdom  above ;  and 
others,  qualified  by  his  Spirit,  shall  fill  the  vacancies 
which  their  removal  shall  have  made.  When  instru- 
ments are  taken  away^  on  whose  continuance  the  suc- 
cess of  the  cause  of  the  conversion  of  the  heathen  has 
seemed  greatly  to  depend,  we  are  permitted  to  weep, 
but  not  to  despond.  The  Lord  ever  liveth,  and  his 
watchful  eye  and  care  are  continually  extended  over 
all  his  operations.  No  vacancies  in  the  ranks  of  his 
laborers  are  left  unfilled.  If  one  goeth,  another  Com- 
eth. The  work  of  the  Lord  will  never  stop  for  want 
of  proper  instruments  to  accomplish  it.  In  reflections 
of  this  kind,  we  find  our  consolation,  our  antidote 
against  despondency,  under  the  very  solemn  bereave- 
ment with  which  we  have  been  recently  afflicted. 
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The  office  and  duties  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Worcester 
made  him  extensively  known,  and  the  ability,  fidelity. 
and  courteousness  with  which  he  sustained  this  office. 
and  fulfilled  these  duties,  made  him  is  extensively  re- 
spected and  beloved.  Few  men  and  their  offices  have 
ever  been  better  united,  th  in  Dr.  Worcester  and  the 
Secretaryship  of  the  American  Board  of  Commission* 
ers  for  Foreign  Missions.  His  natural  endowments, 
a  strong  and  acute  mind,  a  retentive  memory,  a  ca- 
pacity for  deep  and  extensive  research,  for  grasping, 
and  with  a  calm  spirit  deliberately  surveying,  and  di- 
gesting great  subjects,  and  great  plans,  and  energy  to 
execute  them, — these  endowments,  sanctified  by  the 
grace  of  God,  formed  a  broad  foundation  on  which 
was  erected  his  distinguished  reputation.  These  nat- 
ural talents  were  cultivated  for  a  series  of  his  earlier 
years,  in  fulfilling  the  duties  of  missionary,  and  other 
associations,  with  which  he  was  officially  connected, 
more  limited  in  their  scale  and  operations.  His  ad- 
vances were  gradual,  but  sure.  He  was  accustomed 
to  think  before  he  spoke,  to  deliberate  before  he  act- 
ed;  and  yet,  on  emergencies,  where  no  time  was  giv- 
en for  deliberation,  he  discovered  remarkable  prompt- 
ness in  discussion,  and  wisdom  in  plan  and  decision,  in- 
dicative of  a  cool,  sensible,  well  furnished  mind.  He 
was  indeed  a  wise  and  good  man,  singularly  fitted  in 
Providence  for  the  various  offices  which  he  sustained 
at  his  death,  and  in  fulfilling  the  duties  of  which  he 
may  be  said  to  have  sacrificed  his  life.  Bat  the 
cause  in  which  died,  is  one  in  which  it  is  n^ble  to 
die.  It  is  the  cause  in  which  Christ  died,  who  has 
left  us  an  example  that  we  should  follow  his  steps  ; 
and  with  whom,  if  we  labor  ana  suffer,  we  shall  reign 
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%vith  him  in  glory.     Among   the    heathen,  for  whose 
benefit  he  so  successfully  labored,  he  had  the  privilege 
to  die  ;  and  there  is   his  grave,  destined   for  years  to 
come,  to  shed  widely  around  it  a  monitory  and  whole- 
some influence,    both  on  Christians  and  heathen,  who 
shall  hereafter    visit  it.     Dr.  Worcester's    life    was, 
comparatively  short  in  the  number  of   its    years,   but 
long,  if  estimated  from  the  labor  he  performed.     He 
accomplished  much  in  a  short  time.     "  We  ne'er  shall 
look  upon  his  like  again."     "  We  weep  with  the  wid- 
ow and  fatherless  children,with  his  beloved  colleague,* 
with  his  bereaved  flock.      We,  of  this  Board,  who  can 
best  estimate  his  worth,  to  us,  who  have  so  long  acted 
with  him  in  conducting  its  arduous  duties,    cannot  re- 
frain, on  this  occasion,  from  mingling  our    tears,    and 
weeping  with  all  others  who  feel  with  us  this  loss — ■ 
with  the  ministers,    and   churches,    and    associations 
with  which  he  was  in  various  ways  connected  ;  with 
the  Missionaries,  who   corresponded  with   him,    and 
looked  to  him  for  counsel,  consolation  and  encourage- 
ment,  as  to  a  wise  and  affectionate  father  and  friend ; 
and  we  weep,  also,  with  the    poor  heathen,    who,    as 
they  became  enlightened,    had    begun    to    know   his 
name,  and  to  estimate  his  influence  in  promoting  their 
happiness.      The  Bible  authorises  us  thus   to    mourn. 
In  our  affliction  let  us  be  humble  and  submissive,  trust- 
ing in  God.     A  laborer  with  us  in  the  vineyard  of  the 
Lord  is  removed  ;  the  more  labor  devolves  on  those 
who  survive. 

Brethren,  let  us  feel  our  obligations  to  God,  to  our 
fellow  beings  generally,  and  specially  to  the  heathen 
world.  Here  is  a  wide  field  for  the  operations  of 
benevolence.      Much  is  to  be  done.      The    harvest 

*  Rev.  Euas  Cornelius. 
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truly  is  great,  and  already  it  is  ripe  for  the  gathering 
The  time  is  short.  Blessed  be  God  that  in  his  Prov- 
idence such  visible,  extensive  and  remarkable  pre- 
parations are  made  for  gathering  in  this  harvest,  and 
for  fulfilling  the  predictions  and  promises  scattered 
So  thickly  through  the  Bible. 

At  this  prospect,  every  Christian's  heart  must  glow 
within  him.     His  best  affections  and  noblest  emotions 
must  be  touched,  elevated  and  kindled  together,  in  the 
contemplation  of  so  glorious   an  object.     It  will  be  a 
token  for  £ood,  if  the  counsels  of  all  those    who    are 
engaged  in  promoting  this  noble  design,  shall' be  stead- 
ily conducted  upon  this  principle,  that  the    power  of 
godliness,  felt  and  exhibited  by  professing  Christians, 
enters  into  the  true  means  of  bringing  those,  who  are 
strangers  and  foreigners,  to  be  fellow  citizens  with  the 
saints,  and  of  the  household  of  faith.     It  is  indeed  no- 
ble for  Christians  universally,  to  have  their  conversa- 
tion as  it  becometh  the  Gospel    of  Christ,  to   stand 
fast  in  one  spirit,  with  one  mind,  striving  together  for 
the  faith  of  the  Gospel,  and  in    endeavors   to  spread 
the  knowledge  of  its  pure  doctrines  among  those  who 
sit   in   darkness,   and  in  the  valley   of  the  shadow  of 
death. 

What  remains,  then,  my  brethren  in  the  ministry , 
and  fellow  Christians  generally,  but  that  we  make  full 
proof  of  our  Christian  character,  taking  heed  to  "  let 
our  light  shine  before  others.*'  With  this  conduct  in 
Christians,  rest  assured,  is  ultimately  connected  the 
spread  of  the  Gospel  and  the  advancement  of  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  as  well  among  ourselves,  among 
the  people  in  our  frontier  settlements,  as  among  the 
more  distant  heathen. 
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Let  no  Christian  imagine,  that  because  he  has    not 
the  advantage  of  particular  situations,  or  talents,  that 
he  can  be  of  no  service  in  the  cause  of  his   glorious 
Redeemer,  or  that  he  cannot  be  the  instrument  of  con- 
verting the  heathen  to  Christ.      The    opportunities 
of  Christians  to  be  useful  in  this  work  are  various,  and 
separately    considered,  they  may  in  many  cases  seem 
small ;  yet  when  combined  are  of  large  amount.    And 
thev  are  often  connected  in  such  a  train?  that  it  isim- 
possible   to  foresee    how    much  good  might  be  done, 
were  every  Christian  in  his  particular  sphere  to  fulfil 
those  duties,  exhibit  that  character  and  maintain  that 
spirit,  which  become  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

Let  this  then  be    done    by  Christians  universally, 
[wet  them  be  Christians  indeed,    Let  them  be  exem- 
plary in  their  lives,  fervent  in  their  prayers,  liberal  in 
their  pecuniary  contributions,  for  the    prosperity  of 
Zion.      Lst  their  prayers    and   their  alms   together, 
come    up   for  a  memorial  before  God.     Let  the  rich, 
according  to  their  abundance,  and  others  according  to 
their  several  ability,  give  to  this  work  of  the  Lord. 
Let  all  man,  froaithc  highest  to  the  lowest,  in  Chris- 
tian lands,   bestow    on    it   their  combined   energies. 
Then,    through  the    power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,   the 
work  will  prosper,  and  in  due  time  be  accomplished. 
God  will  add  daily  to  his  church  of  such  as  shall  be 
saved.     Much  people  will  be  added  to  the  Lord.    The 
heat  len  will  be  given  to  Christ  for    his    inheritance, 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  possession, 
The  kingdoms  of  this  world  will  become  the  kingdoms 
of  our  Lord,  and  Jehovah  be  universally  acknowledged 
king  overall  the  earth.     All  the  families  of  the  earth 
will  be  blessed  in  Christ,  and  call   him  blessed;  the 
ends  of  the  world   will  turn  unto  the  Lord,  and  the 
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kingdoms  of  the  nations  worship  before  him.  Mee 
will  fear  the  name  of  the  Lord  from  the  west,  and  his 
glory  will  appear  from  the  rising  of  the  sun.  The 
scene  is  interesting,  it  is  transporting  beyond  expression, 
or  conception.  Shortly  this  scene  will  be  realized  in 
this  fallen  world,  andGoD  will  have  all  the  glory  which 
will  result  from  it,  and  to  his  great  name  will  be  given 
universal  honor  and  praise,  for  ever.    Amen, 


